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science are no measures, I would very much regret if you
fire any such Minis' rifle shots at your old friend as require
to be answered except in a perfectly friendly manner.

" By the bye, you have no doubt heard of (if I did not
already tell you of) the discoveries of fossils in our Durness
limestone of Sutherland, by Peach. He has corresponded
with me on the point, and has sent me some of the fossils.
I have had them polished. The forms (rude and ill pre-
served as they are) look more like Cfymenice and Croniatites
than anything else (with corals); and if so, the calcareous
masses which we saw from Assynt to Durness, interstratified
in the quartz rock, are high in the Devonian! I would
like to hear what you say to this dclaircissement. I see
great difficulty in understanding it.

" If the conglomerates of the Ord of Caithness and Ben
Bhragie, close to Dunrobin, are the equivalents of the West
Sutherland quartz rocks, they must also be so of the Scarabin
hills, 'which are in contact with the true Old Red of the east
coast. If, on the contrary, these crystalline rocks should
prove altered equivalents of Silurian strata, I see nothing but
what is rational.

" It is twenty-eight years since we tramped across
Sutherland, and the going over of my well-kept journal (in
which I have some of your writing and much of your mind)
has been a source of great pleasure to me, ruffled only by
your announcement of the forthcoming continuation of our
disputation on things of which neither of us had an inkling
in 1827."

But besides reviving such pleasant memories, the dis-
covery of fossils in these rocks of the far north awakened in
the veteran geologist a strong desire to revisit the ground,urchison was
